91                            PARAIYAN
The Paraiyans, like all the other right-hand castes, come under the jurisdiction of the Desayi Chettis, who have held a sort of censorship since the days of the Nawabs of Arcot over some twenty-four of these right-hand castes, chiefly in North Arcot. The Desayi Chetti has nominal power to deal with all moral offences, and is supposed to have a representative in every village, who reports every offence. But, though his authority is great in North Arcot, and the fines levied there bring in an income of hundreds of rupees yearly, it is not so much dreaded in other districts. The punishment usually inflicted is a fine, but sometimes a delinquent Paraiyan will be made to crawl on his hands and knees on the ground between the legs of a Paraiya woman as a final humiliation. The punishment of excommunication, i.e., cutting off from fire and water, is sometimes the fate of the recalcitrant, either before the council or the Desayi Chetti, but it is seldom effective for more than a short time. Mr. K. Rangachari adds that, in certain places, the Desayi Chetti appoints the Panakkaran, who is subordinate to the Desayi, and that a man called the Variyan or Shalavathi is sometimes appointed as assistant to the Panakkaran. He also mentions some other punishments. The fine for adultery is from 7 pagodas 14 fanams to n pagodas, when the wronged woman is unmarried. If she is married, the amount ranges from 12 pagodas 14 fanams to 16 pagodas. The fine is said to be divided between the woman, her husband, the members of council, and the Panakkarans. Formerly an offender against the Paraiyan community was tied to a post at the beginning of his trial, and, if found guilty, was beaten. He might escape the flogging by paying a fine of two fanams per stripe. Sometimes a delinquent is paraded through the hamlet, carrying a rubbish basket,